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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /018W 
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R 040757Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5879 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 3032 

ST ADIS//////////// 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EPAP, JA 
SUBJ: SWEET CHERRIES. 

1 . PER YOUR REQUEST THE FOLLOWING IS STATUS AND SUGGESTED COURSE 
OF ACTION ON SWEET CHERRIES FROM U.S. NORTHWEST: 

2. THE CHERRY/CODLING MOTH ISSUE IS A PLANT UUARANTINE MATTER THAT 
FALLS UNDER MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE-PLANT QUARANTINE (MAF/PQ) USDA/ 
FAS REGARDING RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS. RECENT EVIDENCE OF THEIR GOOD 
FAITH AND TECHNICAL PROFESSIONALISM WERE THE RESTLUTION OF THE 
FLORIDA CARIBFLY PROBLEM AND RESULTING FUMIGATION PROCEDURES. ALSO 
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CAL. MEDFLY OUTBREAK THAT WAS NOT USED 
TO DISRUPT U.S. LEMON GRAPEFRUIT AND ORANGE SHIPMENTS. THE CARRY 

ON PROCEDURES APPROVED FOR ORANGES AND THE INSPECTOR PROVIDED IN 
HAWAII FOR PAPAYAS ARE OTHERS. 

3. THE TWO KEY MATTERS NOW UNDER ACTIVE NEGOTIATION WITH MAF/PQ 
ARE CHERRIES-CODLING MOTH AND TIMOTHY HAY-HESSIAN FLY. ALL NECE- 
SSARY RESEARCH DATA NEEDED FOR A DECISION RE THE CHERRY PROBLEM IS 
NOW IN MAF/PQ'S HANDS (WHICH THEY AND FORN MINISTRY INFORMALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE), SO IT IS NO LONGER A "TECHNICAL" PROBLEM. THE POLICY 
LEVEL DOES FEEL IT HAS GROWER PROBLEMS; HENCE THE DIFFICULTY IN 
REACHING A DECISION TO PERMIT U.S. IMPORTS. DEVELOPMENT OF RESE- 
ARCH DATA RE THE TIMOTHY HAY-HESSIAN FLY ITEM HAS JUST BEGUN. 
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3. EMBASSY, STRONGLY RECOMMENDS PRESSURE RE CHERRIES FROM THE U.S. 

AT ALL LEVELS UP TO BUT NOT REPEAT NOT INCLUDING THAT OF PRESIDENT/ 
PRIME MINISTER, KEEPING IN MIND PAST COOPERATION AND REAL PROGRESS 
PLUS THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF CHERRY TRADE POTENTIAL. PUSHING 
THIS ISSUE TO TOP LEVEL WOULD AUTOMATICALLY CONVERT WHAT SHOULD BE 
A TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEM TO A POLITICAL ISSUE ON WHICH THERE 
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IS SERIOUS (AND NEEDLESS) RISK OF A DENIAL FROM GOJ WHICH WOULD BE 
HARD TO REVERSE OR, EQUALLY BAD, STUBBORN DELAY 
FOR EMOTIONAL REA- 
SONS FOR AN IDEFINITELY LONG PERIOD. RESOLUTION OF THE TIMOTHY HAY 
PROBLEM (ALSO A PNW PRODUCT) AND OTHER INEVITABLE FUTURE DIFFER- 
ENCES MUST ALSO BE PROPERLY CONSIDERED. WE FRANKLY QUESTION WHETHER 
CHERRY PROBLEM CAN BE RESOLVED IN TIME TO SHIP THIS SEASON (LATE 
JUNE AND JULY), BUT CONTINUED STRONG PRESSURE BLEOW POLITICAL 
LEVEL SEEMS TO US FAR THE WISER CHOICE. 

4. SUGGEST YOU ALSO SHARE AND DISCUSS THIS WITH DAVID HUME OF USDA/ 

FAS. 

SHOESMITH 
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